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These reference tables correspond to those in Figure36, but have zoomed in on more recent period. In doing so, you 
can find the changes in the current century much clearer. The graph besides each table shows the fertility rate of that 
year, and the absolute change over time. The x-axis is the absolute change while the y-axis is the total fertility rate. Each 
circle represents a certain year.
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Total fertility rate, China, 1999-2016, (children per woman)

Source: Fertility rate, total (births per woman), World Bank (which is based on the UN world population prospects and other sources), https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.DYN.TFRT.IN?view=chart; April 2019
Frequency: Yearly, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (children per women) Total (children per women) Label
1960 0.17 5.748 1960
1961 0.17 5.919 1961
1962 0.16 6.089 1962
1963 0.13 6.237 1963
1964 0.08 6.346 1964
1965 0.01 6.396 1965
1966 -0.06 6.375 1966
1967 -0.12 6.286 1967
1968 -0.18 6.133 1968
1969 -0.24 5.920 1969
1970 -0.30 5.648 1970
1971 -0.35 5.322 1971
1972 -0.38 4.956 1972
1973 -0.39 4.570 1973
1974 -0.38 4.181 1974
1975 -0.35 3.809 1975
1976 -0.31 3.472 1976
1977 -0.27 3.180 1977
1978 -0.21 2.938 1978
1979 -0.15 2.753 1979
1980 -0.09 2.630 1980
1981 -0.03 2.570  
1982 0.01 2.560  
1983 0.03 2.582  
1984 0.04 2.623 1984
1985 0.03 2.661  
1986 0.00 2.675 1986
1987 -0.04 2.654 1987
1988 -0.08 2.593  
1989 -0.12 2.489  
1990 -0.15 2.350 1990
1991 -0.16 2.187  
1992 -0.16 2.021 1992
1993 -0.14 1.868  
1994 -0.11 1.739 1994
1995 -0.08 1.639  
1996 -0.06 1.571 1996
1997 -0.03 1.527  
1998 -0.02 1.503 1998
1999 0.00 1.494 1999
2000 0.01 1.497 2000
2001 0.01 1.508 2001
2002 0.02 1.524 2002
2003 0.02 1.540 2003
2004 0.01 1.554 2004
2005 0.01 1.565 2005
2006 0.01 1.572 2006
2007 0.00 1.577 2007
2008 0.00 1.581 2008
2009 0.00 1.586 2009
2010 0.00 1.590 2010
2011 0.00 1.594 2011
2012 0.01 1.599 2012
2013 0.01 1.604 2013
2014 0.01 1.610 2014
2015 0.01 1.617 2015
2016 0.01 1.624 2016
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Absolute change: increase in fertility per year (children per woman)

China total fertility rate, 1999-2016

The 2017 based UN projections suggested total fertility rates in 
China would rise to over 1.7 after 2030, reaching 1.8 children 
per woman by 2080. This is possible, but it would require there 
to be no future slowdown in the now very low rate of fertility 
growth, and a slowdown is known to have already begun in 
2017 and 2018.

In 1999 the total fertility rate of China fell to the lowest rate it 
had ever been, which would produce 1.494 children born for 
every woman. There are very good reasons to believe that at 
least for a number of years it could fall as low as this again, or 
even lower in future, especially when the very low number of 
children born around the year 1999 reach their late twenties 
and early thirties.

Compare to previous 
falls in fertility in China, 
the slight rise in recent 
years is hardly 
significant. The slight 
acceleration in the rate 
of rise seen after 2012 
appears to have slowed 
most recently.

The last time there was any sign of a rapid 
growth in fertility rates in China was at the 
turn of the century; perhaps slightly added to 
by the year 2000 also being the year of the 
dragon – a supposedly auspicious year to 
have a child in. However, the rise then almost 
certainly has more to do with the last fading 
echo of the earlier baby boom, than with 
superstition, which is also rapidly fading.
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Total fertility rate, Singapore, 1999-2017, (children per woman)

Source: Fertility rate, total (births per woman), World Bank (which is based on the UN world population prospects and other sources), https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.DYN.TFRT.IN?view=chart; April 2019
Frequency: Yearly, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (children per women) Total (children per women) Label
1960 -0.35 5.760 1960
1961 -0.28 5.410 1961
1962 -0.13 5.210 1962
1963 -0.12 5.160
1964 -0.25 4.970 1964
1965 -0.26 4.660 1965
1966 -0.38 4.460 1966
1967 -0.47 3.910 1967
1968 -0.35 3.530 1968
1969 -0.23 3.220 1969
1970 -0.10 3.070 1970
1971 -0.01 3.020 1971
1972 -0.12 3.040 1972
1973 -0.35 2.790 1973
1974 -0.36 2.350 1974
1975 -0.12 2.070 1975
1976 -0.13 2.110
1977 -0.16 1.820 1977
1978 -0.02 1.790
1979 0.02 1.790
1980 -0.01 1.820
1981 -0.04 1.780
1982 -0.09 1.740
1983 -0.06 1.610
1984 0.00 1.620
1985 -0.10 1.610
1986 0.01 1.430
1987 0.27 1.620 1987
1988 0.06 1.960 1988
1989 -0.06 1.750
1990 -0.01 1.830
1991 -0.06 1.730
1992 0.01 1.720
1993 -0.01 1.740
1994 -0.04 1.710
1995 -0.03 1.670
1996 -0.03 1.660
1997 -0.09 1.610
1998 -0.07 1.480
1999 0.06 1.470 1999
2000 -0.03 1.600 2000
2001 -0.12 1.410 2001
2002 -0.07 1.370 2002
2003 -0.06 1.270 2003
2004 -0.01 1.260 2004
2005 0.01 1.260 2005
2006 0.02 1.280 2006
2007 0.00 1.290
2008 -0.04 1.280 2008
2009 -0.07 1.220 2009
2010 -0.01 1.150 2010
2011 0.07 1.200 2011
2012 -0.01 1.290 2012
2013 -0.02 1.190 2013
2014 0.03 1.250 2014
2015 -0.03 1.240 2015
2016 -0.04 1.200 2016
2017 -0.04 1.160 2017
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Absolute change: increase in fertility per year
(children per woman)

Singapore total fertility rate, 1999-2017

Then after a very short increase in 2011 getting 
almost up to 1.3, the decline set in again.
For the latest few years, the fertility rate has 
been declining steadily. and in 2017 reached 
the remarkably low level of 1.17. Yet in 2019 
the UN predicted that it would be 1.37 in 2045-
50 and 1.47 in 2095-2100.

By 1999 the fertility rate (children per 100 
women aged 15-44) in Singapore had fallen 
from 5.8 in 1960 to 1.5.Unlike China,  
declined dramatically in the new century, and 
this decline was most dramatic in 2001, falling 
to 1.3 by 2003.
Then after a very small increase in 2004 and 
2005, the fertility rate declined dramatically 
again since 2008 and continued into 2010 
when it was 1.15.
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Total fertility rate, Vietnam, 1999-2017, (children per woman)

Source: Fertility rate, total (births per woman), World Bank (which is based on the UN world population prospects and other sources), https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.DYN.TFRT.IN?view=chart; April 2019
Frequency: Yearly, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (children per women) Total (children per women) Label
1960 0.04 6.348 1960
1961 0.04 6.392
1962 0.03 6.425
1963 0.02 6.448
1964 0.01 6.464
1965 0.01 6.475
1966 0.01 6.485
1967 0.00 6.493
1968 0.00 6.494 1968
1969 -0.01 6.487 1969
1970 -0.03 6.465 1970
1971 -0.06 6.421 1971
1972 -0.09 6.350 1972
1973 -0.11 6.251 1973
1974 -0.14 6.125 1974
1975 -0.16 5.973 1975
1976 -0.18 5.800 1976
1977 -0.19 5.614 1977
1978 -0.19 5.423 1978
1979 -0.19 5.232 1979
1980 -0.18 5.046 1980
1981 -0.18 4.865 1981
1982 -0.17 4.691 1982
1983 -0.17 4.521 1983
1984 -0.16 4.359 1984
1985 -0.15 4.205 1985
1986 -0.14 4.062 1986
1987 -0.13 3.929 1987
1988 -0.12 3.802 1988
1989 -0.12 3.680 1989
1990 -0.13 3.553 1990
1991 -0.15 3.415 1991
1992 -0.16 3.260 1992
1993 -0.18 3.089 1993
1994 -0.19 2.904 1994
1995 -0.19 2.714 1995
1996 -0.18 2.529 1996
1997 -0.16 2.359 1997
1998 -0.13 2.213 1998
1999 -0.10 2.096 1999
2000 -0.07 2.010 2000
2001 -0.04 1.954 2001
2002 -0.03 1.920 2002
2003 -0.01 1.901 2003
2004 0.00 1.894 2004
2005 0.00 1.894 2005
2006 0.01 1.901 2006
2007 0.01 1.911 2007
2008 0.01 1.923 2008
2009 0.01 1.936 2009
2010 0.01 1.946 2010
2011 0.01 1.953
2012 0.00 1.957
2013 0.00 1.959
2014 0.00 1.960 2014
2015 0.00 1.958
2016 0.00 1.954
2017 0.00 1.950 2017
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Absolute change: increase in fertility per year (children per woman)

Vietnam total fertility rate, 1999-2017

In Vietnam the fertility rate (children per 100 women aged 15-44) 
fell from 6.5 in 1968 to 2.0 in 2000,  and a low of 1.9 in 2004. It 
rose to 1.96 in 2014, falling to 1.95 in 2017. In 2019 the UN 
predicted that it would be 1.92 in 2045-50 and 1.86 in 2095-
2100.

Fertility rate in Vietnam dropped dramatically in the early years of 
the new century, and this drop was in a slowdown trend.

However, since 2005, the fertility rate in Vietnam grew again, 
albeit very slightly.

This growth reached the highest rate in 2008, and then a 
slowdown set in again.

Since 2014, the fertility rate in Vietnam began to decline again, 
and this declined has continued into 2017.
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Total fertility rate, Myanmar, 1999-2017, (children per woman)

Source: Fertility rate, total (births per woman), World Bank (which is based on the UN world population prospects and other sources), https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.DYN.TFRT.IN?view=chart; April 2019
Frequency: Yearly, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (children per women) Total (children per women) Label
1960 0.022 6.051 1960
1961 0.023 6.073
1962 0.021 6.096
1963 0.017 6.116
1964 0.010 6.130
1965 0.000 6.136 1965
1966 -0.013 6.130 1966
1967 -0.027 6.111 1967
1968 -0.041 6.077 1968
1969 -0.056 6.029 1969
1970 -0.072 5.964 1970
1971 -0.087 5.884 1971
1972 -0.100 5.790 1972
1973 -0.109 5.685 1973
1974 -0.114 5.572 1974
1975 -0.115 5.457 1975
1976 -0.112 5.343 1976
1977 -0.109 5.233 1977
1978 -0.105 5.126 1978
1979 -0.103 5.024 1979
1980 -0.108 4.920 1980
1981 -0.118 4.809 1981
1982 -0.131 4.685 1982
1983 -0.145 4.547 1983
1984 -0.158 4.395 1984
1985 -0.167 4.231 1985
1986 -0.169 4.062 1986
1987 -0.164 3.894 1987
1988 -0.154 3.734 1988
1989 -0.140 3.586 1989
1990 -0.123 3.455 1990
1991 -0.106 3.341
1992 -0.091 3.243
1993 -0.077 3.160
1994 -0.063 3.090
1995 -0.048 3.035 1995
1996 -0.035 2.994
1997 -0.025 2.965
1998 -0.018 2.945
1999 -0.015 2.929 1999
2000 -0.017 2.914 2000
2001 -0.025 2.894 2001
2002 -0.034 2.865 2002
2003 -0.043 2.827 2003
2004 -0.053 2.779 2004
2005 -0.061 2.722 2005
2006 -0.065 2.658 2006
2007 -0.066 2.591 2007
2008 -0.063 2.526 2008
2009 -0.058 2.465 2009
2010 -0.051 2.410 2010
2011 -0.044 2.363 2011
2012 -0.039 2.322 2012
2013 -0.033 2.286 2013
2014 -0.028 2.256 2014
2015 -0.025 2.230 2015
2016 -0.022 2.207 2016
2017 -0.020 2.187 2017
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Absolute change: increase in fertility per year (children per woman)

Myanmar total fertility rate, 1999-2017

In Myanmar the fertility rate (children per 100 women aged 15-44) fell from 
6.1 in 1965 to 2.9 in 2001, and 2.2 in 2016. In 2019 the UN predicted that it 
would be 1.8 in 2045-50 and 1.7 in 2095-2100.

The total fertility rate in Myanmar has declined in the new century.
This decline accelerated 2007.
Then a slowdown in this decline set in.
The rate of the change has also slowed down, which is evident in the smaller 
gaps between the circles here.
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Total fertility rate, Indonesia, 1999-2017, (children per woman)

Source: Fertility rate, total (births per woman), World Bank (which is based on the UN world population prospects and other sources), https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.DYN.TFRT.IN?view=chart; April 2019
Frequency: Yearly, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (children per women) Total (children per women) Label
1960 -0.010 5.666 1960
1961 -0.011 5.656
1962 -0.011 5.645
1963 -0.011 5.634
1964 -0.011 5.623
1965 -0.012 5.612
1966 -0.015 5.599
1967 -0.022 5.582 1967
1968 -0.031 5.556 1968
1969 -0.041 5.521 1969
1970 -0.054 5.474 1970
1971 -0.068 5.413
1972 -0.081 5.338
1973 -0.093 5.251
1974 -0.104 5.152 1974
1975 -0.113 5.043 1975
1976 -0.119 4.927 1976
1977 -0.123 4.806 1977
1978 -0.125 4.682 1978
1979 -0.126 4.557 1979
1980 -0.128 4.430 1980
1981 -0.132 4.301 1981
1982 -0.137 4.167 1982
1983 -0.140 4.028 1983
1984 -0.142 3.887 1984
1985 -0.141 3.745 1985
1986 -0.137 3.606 1986
1987 -0.130 3.472 1987
1988 -0.122 3.346 1988
1989 -0.112 3.229 1989
1990 -0.104 3.122 1990
1991 -0.097 3.022
1992 -0.090 2.929
1993 -0.084 2.842
1994 -0.077 2.761
1995 -0.067 2.688
1996 -0.055 2.627 1996
1997 -0.041 2.579 1997
1998 -0.028 2.544 1998
1999 -0.016 2.523 1999
2000 -0.007 2.512 2000
2001 0.000 2.509
2002 0.002 2.511 2002
2003 0.002 2.513
2004 0.000 2.515
2005 -0.003 2.514
2006 -0.004 2.510
2007 -0.005 2.505
2008 -0.006 2.499
2009 -0.008 2.492 2009
2010 -0.011 2.483 2010
2011 -0.014 2.471 2011
2012 -0.018 2.455 2012
2013 -0.021 2.436 2013
2014 -0.024 2.414 2014
2015 -0.026 2.389 2015
2016 -0.027 2.363 2016
2017 -0.027 2.336 2017
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Absolute change: increase in fertility per year (children per woman)

Indonesia total fertility rate, 1999-2017

In Indonesia the fertility rate (children per 100 women aged 
15-44) fell from 5.7 in 1960 to 2.5 in 2001, and 2.3 in 2017. 
In 2019 the UN predicted that it would be 1.9 in 2045-50 
and 1.8 in 2095-2100.

The total fertility rate in Indonesia has declined in the 
current century.
This decline had slowed down between 1999 and 2002, 
and then accelerated thereafter.
Since 2015, the rate of the decline seems to have settled at 
around 0.1 every 4 years.


